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SECTION A:Translation
gl A ) dplout) dlll e YV jadl e

Vody Jigw
Training Falcons

The ancient Arab culture of training falcons is still as popular now as it was when nomads
used the beautiful birds to hunt for food. There are many breeds of falcon, some birds are
more aggressive and others very fast, the best can cost up to fifty thousand pounds.

However, today, the tradition has transformed into a major annual event called the
Presidential Cup, a national competition in which the fastest falcons can win luxury cars
or huge cash prizes, the birds race at speeds of a sports car.

Training procedures have also changed as Arabs have become more concerned about
protecting wildlife.

Instead of killing rare desert animals such as gazelles, special drones are now used to
improve flying, hunting skills and protect wildlife.

The birds of prey require regular exercise, just like human athletes. The owners
start each day early, with Arabic coffee, tea and dates. Then drive into the desert to
a well-equipped camp.

The falcons are transported in special cages with beautifully decorated leather hoods to
keep them relaxed, as they must be professionally handled to stay healthy.

Now the sport is growing in popularity, and women have started to participate too,
winning a growing collection of awards for excellence.
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(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A =20 MARKS
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Put a cross in the box indicating the question you have chosen to answer X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box ¢ and then indicate your new question with a cross X.

Question 3(a) Question 5(a) [ Question 7(a) [

Question 3(b) Question 5(b) Question 7(b) [

Question 4(a) Question 6(a) Question 8(a) [

O o oo
(0 O O

Question 4(b) Question 6(b) Question 8(b) [
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(Total for Question = 30 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C
FOR PAPER

30 MARKS
80 MARKS
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